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The precautionary principle at work!
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1887 US medical authorities diagnose childhood lead poisoning 

1904 Child lead poisoning linked to lead-based paints 

1909 France, Belgium and Austria ban white-lead interior paint

Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full 

scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-

effective measures to prevent environmental degradation
Rio Declaration, United Nations, 1992
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A (long) short story

1887 US medical authorities diagnose childhood lead poisoning 

1904 Child lead poisoning linked to lead-based paints 

1909 France, Belgium and Austria ban white-lead interior paint

1910 Pediatric lead-paint poisoning death from eating crib paint is 

described
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A (long) short story

1887 US medical authorities diagnose childhood lead poisoning 

1904 Child lead poisoning linked to lead-based paints 

1909 France, Belgium and Austria ban white-lead interior paint

1921 National Lead Company admits lead is a poison

© 2014 SmithGroupJJR



A (long) short story

1887 US medical authorities diagnose childhood lead poisoning 

1904 Child lead poisoning linked to lead-based paints 

1909 France, Belgium and Austria ban white-lead interior paint

1922 League of Nations bans white-lead interior paint; 

US declines to adopt
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A (long) short story

1887 US medical authorities diagnose childhood lead poisoning 

1904 Child lead poisoning linked to lead-based paints 

1909 France, Belgium and Austria ban white-lead interior paint

1943 Report concludes eating lead paint chips causes physical and 

neurological disorders, behavior, learning and intelligence 

problems in children 
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1887 US medical authorities diagnose childhood lead poisoning 

1904 Child lead poisoning linked to lead-based paints 

1909 France, Belgium and Austria ban white-lead interior paint

1971 Lead-Based Paint Poisoning Prevention Act passed
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1887 US medical authorities diagnose childhood lead poisoning 
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1909 France, Belgium and Austria ban white-lead interior paint

1978 Lead-based house paint banned in US

74 years
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A (long) short story

1887 US medical authorities diagnose childhood lead poisoning 

1904 Child lead poisoning linked to lead-based paints 

1909 France, Belgium and Austria ban white-lead interior paint

1978 Lead-based house paint banned in US

how many children?
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Red List
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Embodded Carbon Footprint
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Responsible Industry
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Living Economy Sourcing
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Net Positive Waste
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Shop the Perimeter
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Natural and simple

• Preference towards minimally 

processed, bio-based materials 

instead of heavily processed, 

complex, synthetic, and 

chemical-based materials.

• Consistent with project 

biophilia goals. “People 

generally prefer natural over 

artificial materials…”   

(Stephen Kellert, Dimensions, 

Elements, and Attributes of 

Biophilic Design)

Concrete soffit Wood deck Wood floors (reclaimed) Granite counters (reclaimed)

Galvalume roofs/siding Zinc shingles Alum.-clad wood windows Cypress siding  (reclaimed)



Solid Wood Doors (local office demo) ◦

Wood Flooring (reclaimed from old fence

posts) ◦ Cabinets (local office demo) ◦

Cabinet hardware (leftover champagne

corks) ◦ Interior wood trim (salvaged

high school bleachers) ◦ Granite

countertops (salvaged remnants) ◦

Mirrors & Toilet Accessories (local

hospital demo) ◦ Lockers (local high

school demo) ◦ Ceramic Tile (leftover

from Merrill Center) ◦ Rainwater

Cistern ◦ (salvaged pickle barrel) ◦

Cypress Siding (reclaimed sinker logs) ◦

Lavatories & Mop Sinks (local hospital

demo) ◦ Concrete Wheel Stops (local

demo) ◦ Fire Extinguisher Cabinets

(local demo) ◦ Reception Desk

Millwork (salvaged pickle barrel)

Salvaged and Reclaimed Materials

Everything INCLUDING 

the kitchen sink…



Materials Matter


